NASA Ames Academy

2004 Group Project

Getting the Message Out: Informing the Public about the Moon-Mars Initiative


This year’s group project will be primarily outreach based, and will focus on educating the public about the president’s new Vision for Space Exploration (also known as the Moon-Mars initiative).  We propose to begin a letter-writing campaign enlisting the help of many past NASA Academy alumni to increase support for the Vision.  If each academy alumni wrote and was able to get published a letter-to-the-editor in their local newspaper, it would appear in 104 newspapers nationwide.  This would reach a large number of the U.S. public.


Another aspect of this project would involve creating a website to answer the public’s concerns over the space program, answering questions such as “What is the purpose of the new Vision?” and “Why should we spend tax dollars on it?”  By including well thought out and researched answers to these questions, we could provide a resource to space advocates nationwide as well as address the ordinary citizen’s questions.  We will also present this information in a paper format, and will hopefully be able to present it at a conference.

The deliverables at the end of the project would be a collection of letters published in newspapers, a comprehensive website answering the common concerns regarding the Vision for Space Exploration, as well as a paper addressing why we need and why we should support the new Vision.  We will try to present this information at conferences or publish it in an appropriate journal.
Roles

Group Leader: Joannah

Note Taker: Melissa
Collator of Letters: Shannon

Publication Investigator (conferences, publications): Kakani

Subgroups:

1. Alumni Relations: contact and coordinate with the Academy alumni to assist them in writing letters-to-the-editor of their local papers


Compose letter: Joannah


Assemble contact info: Joannah


Research info to include in letter: Shannon


Contact alumni and coordinate responses: Shannon, Meg

2. Web Developers: Design and write the code for a website addressing the public’s concerns about the new Vision


Web Developer Lead: Christian


Designers: Dave, Christian, Marshall, Shannon

3.  Content Committee: Responsible for researching information to include in the website and paper, and then assembling that information and using it to write the content for the website and paper.

Content Committee Lead: Jenni


Group members: Jenny, Meg, Starla, Sarah, Jessica, Melissa, Jen

4. Public Relations: Responsible for looking into other means to increase public awareness and support for the Vision, including getting celebrity endorsements, magazine coverage, etc.


Public Relations Lead: Melissa


Group Members: Melissa, Kakani, Jenni, Sarah

5. Editors

Paper Editors: Meg, Jessica, Starla, Sarah


Final Editor- Paper: Kakani


Final Editor- Website: Jessica

6. Presenters:


Proposal: Joannah, Marshall


Midterm: Jenni, Sarah, Jen, MC-Joannah


Final: TBA

Objectives/Goals:

· Get a large percentage of alumni to write a letter to their editor

· Construct a website discussing common concerns regarding the new Vision for Space Exploration
· Publish a document addressing the benefits and purpose of the Vision at a conference or in a journal

Purpose of the Project

· Educate the public about the space program and the Vision for Space Exploration
· Increase support for spending on the space program

· Show how academy alumni are making a difference

After the Academy:


The project can be continued after the academy by continuing to follow up on alumni who have not yet sent in a letter.  We can also publish our report in a journal and present it at a conference.
Publications/Conferences:


We will search for appropriate conferences to which we can submit our paper or at which we can give a presentation
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Sub Team

Task

Alumni
Relations

[Obtain alumni contact information

Compose e-mail to alumni

Compile st of questions/concems

Research answers to questions

[Remind/follow-up on alumni

Pass information to website team

[Compile booklet of published articles

Web Design

[Agree on template

Pick host, implement template

Decide menu layout

Publish inttial layout & placeholders

[Publish web content

[General web maintenance

Researchers,
Paper Writers

Prefiminary argument ist

Research arguments/rebuttals

Design general website format

[Edit website content

[Write paper contents

Edit paper contents

Finalize paper

Publication
Investigator

Find publication opportunities

Decide publication goals

Send paper submission requests

Finalize paper submission (i approved)

Public
Relations

Compile st of contacts

[Write e-mail

Decide method of support

[Act toward goal




Schedule
