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Greetingsal! My nameisDavid Lamb; I’m returning to the Academy for the third time.
My first Academy experience (as an RA) was in the summer of '99 at Ames. After taking a
year off, | took up the Operations Manager position at Goddard. Now, | again return to
my hometo lend ahand at this staffing and co-directing stuff. | fedl privileged to be a part
of such an amazing program that can touch and motivate the talented aspirants of
tomorrow’ s space program. |’ m still perplexed, however, about how | ever got in (!).

| often classify myself asan intellectual itinerant. Indeed, | have wandered to a great
number of locales with agreat diversity of research and administration responsibilities.
Starting as acivil engineer back in’97, | decided that there was much moreto life than
sitting behind a computer screen for 9-10 hours per day. This‘epiphany’ led me to pursue
aMastersin Space Studies (specializing in planetary geology and astrobiology). Yet, my
over-contemplative side won out, and thistook me to commence a Ph.D. in the history and
philosophy of science. Two semestersin, | decided that perhaps the life of an academic
philosopher was not for me. But through it all, | was fortunate enough to be exposed to
research in geology, invertebrate paleontology, geophysics, paleo-geomicrobiology, and
the philosophy of science (focusing on biological and religiousissues). | feel that my
broad exposure to the sciences and humanities has given me a special (or perhaps skewed)
perspective; | carry it with me everyday as areminder of what awondrous thing thislifeis.

Beyond my intellectual pursuits, | often classify myself as an adventurer. To date, | think
I’velived in about 10 different states and I’ ve travel ed throughout the U.S., to Europe,
Canada, and Mexico. My extracurricular interests include hiking, skiing (snow and water),
weight lifting, volleyball, running, martial arts, and, last but not least, creative writing.

I’m also pretty handy with the computer (a PC man myself) and | am an ordained Universal
Life Church Minister.

| look forward to becoming close friends with each and every one of the 2002 crew; and
just asimportant, | can’t wait to get reconnected with all of my cohorts still in the Bay
Areal
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