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After growing up with my mother, father, two brothers, and more than enough dogs in central Ohio, I left for New England and attended Colgate University. Between there and migrating west for graduate school at UCLA, I was a Research Associate with the 2000 Astrobiology Academy. This year, I am returning as a Resident Assistant for the 2001 Academy. 

A history of my interest in Astrobiology: during my undergraduate education, I was initially torn between the study of medicine and astrophysics. After my first year, I did research on pediatric pneumonia in a clinical setting. I had a wonderful experience, but learned that I couldn’t do just medicine. Upon return to Colgate University, I found NASA’s Astrobiology website, learned as much as I could and began working. Through the course of time and several research endeavors (Quasar Variability – Colgate, Convection and Lightning on Jupiter – Cornell, Underwater Ecology – University of New Hampshire, Asteroid Rotation - Colgate, Biogeography of Hydrothermal Vent Worms – Colgate) I graduated with a major in Astrophysics and a minor in Biology. I sorted through graduate programs at "member institutions" of the NASA Astrobiology Institute, and ended up at UCLA. I attended the 2000 NASA Astrobiology Academy, where my individual project was Designing a Global Climate Mission to Mars with Maura Rabbette and Peter Pilewskie. 

I am currently a first-year doctoral student in Geophysics and Space Physics at the University of California, Los Angeles. Though my research project is TBA, I work under Professors David Paige (Mars Polar Lander) and Bruce Runnegar (UCLA Astroibology). My hope is to bridge the gap between planetary science and biology and also develop a strong graduate program in Astrobiology at UCLA. After completing my Ph.D., I hope to continue in Astrobiology through NASA, and have aspirations of working in science management/administration or policy development. 

Outside of the academic arena, I enjoy music, writing, dancing, rowing, martial arts, and just about any outdoor activity; I grew up hiking around Ohio, and since then have taken my adventures to Canada, New York, Colorado, and California. I have a passion—as do many of you—for seeking out new experiences and new places. So far, my travels have taken me across Europe and through parts of the Middle East. Next on the list is either Turkey or Thailand.

Lastly, I would like to welcome you all again; believe me, you are in for the summer of a lifetime—academically and personally. Surely, I speak for Doug, Joe, and Natacha as well when I say that I am just as excited to be a part of this experience as you are. As you'll learn over the course of the program, we are all in this together, so feel free to contact me any time if you have any questions or if I can be of any help.

http://people.colgate.edu/ahock

�










37

