






   David A. Galvan

[image: image1.jpg]



Email: dgalvan@ucsd.edu
Experience:
Most of my hands-on experience with my main academic interest, space science and engineering has come from my involvement with the EarthKAM project at UCSD. After entering UCSD with a strong interest in physics and anything space-related, I sought out Dr. Sally Ride and became involved in her EarthKAM project near the end of my freshman year. The goal of the project is to use a digital camera mounted in the window of the Space Shuttle (and now the International Space Station) to allow middle-school students to take pictures of the Earth from space. Since I became involved with the project two years ago, I have gained experience in calculating orbital trajectories, working with digital satellite imagery, project management, and space mission operations. I am now one of two student managers who organize the EarthKAM project and delegate responsibilities.

Extra-Curricular Interests: 

From 1991 to 1997, I was actively involved in the Boy Scouts of America program. In my high adventure Troop 362, I had the opportunity to enjoy many various outings including canoeing up the Colorado River, backpacking through the Sierra Mountains, and rappelling off of Mission Gorge. I earned my Eagle Scout Award in 1997. My Eagle Scout service project involved planting grass, painting a wall, building a wooden bench, and building a retaining wall for a middle school basketball court. I also became involved in Explorer Scouts, and was a member of Explorer Post 0362 in which I continued my wilderness adventures.

During high school, I was actively involved in our school theater productions, and had the opportunity to act in 8 school plays before I graduated in 1998. Though I have had little time for theater activities since starting college, I am still a member of the International Thespian Society, Troupe # 463.

Recently, I’ve become interested in scuba diving, earning my PADI open water diver license in May of 2000. I intend to earn my advanced license sometime this year. I also enjoy racquetball, which I play weekly with my friends.

Education: 

I am currently a 3rd year student at the University of California, San Diego. I am majoring in Physics, and I intend to minor in Space Science and Engineering, with a possible additional minor in Biology. I have recently been accepted into the Cooperative Education Program at the NASA Johnson Space Center. Through this program, I will work on various projects at Johnson Space Center for a total of 4 “tours” (three-month periods) before I graduate from UCSD. Due to the extra time this will require, I expect to graduate from UCSD in December of 2003.
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NASA Academy Research Project:


Use of Mars Wind Tunnel to Quantify Dust Transport on the 2001 Mars Lander





Principal Investigator: Garrett Kramer
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