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Born and raised in Salisbury, North Carolina, I am the proud owner of what my Virginia Tech friends call a true southern accent (what they don’t realize is that they ain’t heard nothin’ yet).  I love Blacksburg, VA, and I am a proud Hokie.  After all, there is nothing like sitting in Lane Stadium cheering on the football team during a crisp autumn afternoon.

Experience and Education: Things started out well.  As a freshman, I had the initiative to become involved with one of the senior aerospace engineering design projects.  I was ready to take on research this year, or so I thought, but the rigors of Virginia Tech’s engineering curriculum had other things in mind.  As a sophomore, I have had little time to pursue much in the way of research interests.  But hey, I am not even halfway finished with my undergraduate years, so there is plenty of time left.  This summer’s NASA Academy experience promises to open my eyes to new opportunities and to enhance my education in a way unmatched by the semester’s typical coursework.

Interests: Well, a decent variety, I like to think.  Like your typical aerospace engineer, I am an active member of the American Institute for Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) and Students for the Exploration and Development of Space (SEDS).  I enjoy being a part of the Honors Program here, and I have found that I enjoy teaching, as I was a teaching assistant for a political science class last semester.  I love to go on random road trips with friends in my Jeep Cherokee, although I don’t think that I will ever spend 26 consecutive hours in that car again, as four of us did in driving to Colorado to go camping last summer.  Camping and hiking are great ways to spend the weekend, as long as you remember to make it back to campus by class time on Monday, of course.  I played tennis and soccer in high school and will never turn down an invitation to play tennis, football, or ultimate frisbee, regardless of how much work I have sitting around waiting to be done.

Space exploration represents all that is most remarkable about the human race.  We have the ability to dream, to wish, and to hope and then the dedication and perseverance to see our dreams take shape and materialize in front of us.  We are a race of explorers, and we owe it to our children to pursue knowledge in every form.  Space is truly the final frontier, and it holds a wealth of information which we cannot even imagine.  I would get no greater fulfillment out of life than in being a part of this quest.  For a guy who has always wanted to walk on the moon, thinking about any career other than aerospace engineering is nothing more than an exercise in futility.
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