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 Experience.  During my three-semester tenure as an Undergraduate Hawaii Space Grant Fellow, I have been fortunate enough to be exposed to the field of remote sensing of volcanoes, under the guidance of Dr. Luke Flynn and Dr. Andy Harris.  This incredible satellite technology allows us to map active lava flows and lava tubes, discern absolute ages of lava, and is even used as a tool to analyze precursor activity before major eruptive episodes. I have also had the opportunity to conduct extensive ground-truthing measurements on Kilauea volcano to determine surface lava cooling rates.  The remote sensing of volcanoes is a multi-faceted field because it combines the high technology of satellites with the hands-on experience of ground truth observations in order to elucidate volcanic processes. 

Extra-Curricular Interests: Many of my friends would call me a sports junkie. I love watching and playing pretty much any sport, but tennis, basketball, and hiking would probably head the list.  I’ve been playing tennis for about 10 years now, and I've helped coach my high school alma mater for the past couple of years. Living in Hawaii has given me the opportunity to do some great hiking too.  In case you decide to come down to the islands, I strongly recommend hiking the Na Pali coast on Kauai.  Those were some of the most breathtaking sights I have ever seen in my life.   Another one of my most memorable sporting experiences was playing ultimate frisbee in the snow (in Arizona, not Hawaii silly).

The Biosphere 2 experience. When I tell people that I spent a semester at the Biosphere, they often times give me a quizzical look. “ What was it like living in there?”  they ask. “Was it like the movie Biodome, with Pauly Shore?”   Then I have to explain to them, that it was a semester program through Columbia University’s Earth Semester in Tucson, Arizona, and we lived in apartments “outside” of the Biosphere. The Biosphere 2 Center is an attempt to model the Earth through a three-acre microcosm.  However, we did get to go into the Biosphere weekly though, to conduct a coral growth monitoring project.  This experience at the Biosphere is what first sparked my interest in the holistic program of Global Environmental Science
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