
                                                    

Gregory Dick 

                                                      

Resident Assistant

                                                     
email: gjd5e@cms.mail.virginia.edu
I am originally from Herndon, Virginia – a suburb of Washington, D.C. – where I have lived most of my life, aside from a three-year stay in New Zealand as a youngster (unfortunately. I’ve lost my accent!).

I was a Research Associate in the 1999 Astrobiology Academy and loved it so much that I can’t wait to do it all over again (as a staff member this time). Where else can you finish off a long week of intense astrobiology work with water skiing? I look forward to meeting the 2000 Academy and making some great friends as I did last year. 

I am finishing up work as an undergraduate in the laboratory of Dr. Ronald Bauerle at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville. I employ a variety of molecular and genetic techniques to studying the structure, function, and evolution of the E. Coli  enzyme DAHP synthase. After graduating in May of 2000 I will move on to graduate school where I hope to study microbial diversity and life in extreme environments such as the deep sea. I have also had the opportunity over the past few summers to learn computer-engineering software as a CAD technician with the Engineering Branch of Washington Dulles International Airport.

Extra-Curricular Interests. Athletics have always been a big part of my life. I continue to play basketball and tennis and I love hiking the nearby Blue Ridge Mountains and cheering on the UVA football and basketball teams. Being able to stay at Stanford while working at Ames is a dream come true for me – the great summer weather, sand volleyball courts, and tennis courts are all conducive to an active outdoors academy. I belong to the Space Advancement Society and among other activities have enjoyed a trip with them to see the radio telescopes at Greenbank, WV. My dad is an astronomer and is undoubtedly responsible for my interest in space, which I’ve had as long as I can remember. My love for molecular biology really blossomed in my first year of college, and its combination with my background in space science makes astrobiology a favorite topic of mine.
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