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Experience:   

Ongoing work in pathobiology/nutritional sciences lab of Drs. Michael Rosenfeld and Erwin Blessing on various effects of atherosclerosis.  Past studies: Azithromycin reduce atherosclerotic plaque formation in apolipoprotein-E deficient mice; Chlamydia pneumoniae infection accelerates hyperlipidemia-induced atherosclerotic lesion development in C57BL/6J mice.  Current study involves immunocytochemistry staining of cellular adhesion molecules thought to be responsible for the inflammatory response of atherosclerosis, whose results will be compared to the stainings of tissues from diet and infection studies. 1999-present
NASA Space Grant Consortium Undergraduate Summer Research Program, summer 1999

Nurses Health Study: Medical genetics work in lab of Dr. Mary-Claire King, performing direct sequencing and heteroduplex analysis of variants in breast cancer gene BRCA2. 1998-1999

Extra-Curricular Activities:  I’ve been on downhill skis since I was 2 and raced through high school and my first year at UW.  While skiing for UW was more than I had ever dreamed, that season also marked my first quarter of college calculus—clearly a recipe for academic disaster.  I don’t regret what I have now dubbed a “learning experience”—it taught me a lot about my priorities. (i.e. what they should be vs. what I want them to be!) I of course miss racing but still manage to get in some recreational skiing—there’s nothing like the mountains!  After I graduate, I plan to spend a year doing Search and Rescue in the ski patrol division and teaching ski school.  Other activities include running half marathons (one day I’ll run a full one!), hiking, weight lifting, playing the piano, reading Thoreau, taking road trips and eating inordinate amounts of pizza and Ben & Jerry’s while watching movies.
Education/Skills: UW Honors College, University Health Education Leadership Program, UW Student Visitation Program, Women in Science & Engineering, Phi Eta Sigma Honor Society, Dean’s List 1997-1999, 6th Place slalom finish (Metro League), 10th place finish combined GS/slalom (Metro league), 2nd Team All-Metro, qualified for Collegiate Regionals in skiing, 1998-1999 season.


A product of public television, I grew up watching PBS greats like “3-2-1 Contact.”  When they aired a segment on little Paco attending Space Camp, explaining astronauts were weightless in space, I lost it.  “TOO COOL!”  I thought.   “They get to FLOAT for a living?!  Sign me up!”  I was 5 or 6, and the concept of weightlessness alone fueled my desire to be an astronaut for the next few years.  Meanwhile, I was growing up in the sticks of Vancouver, WA, drawing pictures of myself flying in Crayola-red rocket ships and shaking hands with aliens.  I attended air shows (with our friend Fred, a TRW employee who taught me all the aircraft lingo), learned star-gazing by reading “The Stars” by H. A. Rey and tips from my grandpa, took advantage of a trip to Florida to see KSC, met Pete Conrad and Susan Helms, and visited the Boeing Museum of Flight, where, in a simulated shuttle mission, we assembled and “deployed” a plastic satellite, the proudest moment in all my 10 young years…Later I decided aerospace engineering sounded like a good major.  It didn’t matter that I had no idea what it was or what it involved—it had “aero” and “space” in its name, what more did I need?!  I also kept ignoring signs that it might not be such a good idea: like doing better in biology than math or physics in high school, not to mention getting the school English award when everyone knew I was going to major in science.  Eventually I realized I’d be happier doing something I enjoyed and did well, not something I thought would just look good to a selection committee.  Thus my major in biology came to be.  Not much later, astrobiology caught my attention, and here I am.  I plan to go to medical school and eventually work for NASA in the field of aerospace medicine.  I have always loved and been curious about human physiology and was particularly excited about John Glenn’s return to space to study it.  There is so much to discover about long-term microgravity exposure.  I can’t wait.
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